
In our very first 42nd Parallel newsletter, we will be
sharing our top December highlights, some upcoming
events, Asian American news, and a holiday gift guide!

You'll find out who the winners of our #MASKUP42
contest are, which DJs have been partying it up for
Sundown Sounds, news about a teen who helped her
local Asian American businesses amid the COVID-19
pandemic, and some info to highlight the December
premiere of Lifetime's first ever Asian American-led
Christmas movie, A Sugar and Spice Holiday!

Because December is considered a month of celebration
and that the new year is soon upon us, we've included a
specially curated gift guide that features Asian
American-owned small businesses. In addition, there is a
section dedicated to how you can give to the NAAAP
Chicago Holiday Toy Drive!

DECEMBER RECAP

S T A Y  U P  T O  D A T E  W I T H  U S

D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 0 ,  I S S U E  1

STAY CONNECTED

D E C E M B E R  R E C A P
A S I A N  A M E R I C A N S  I N  T H E  N E W S
F O R  T H E  H O L I D A Y S  +  N E W  Y E A R
M A K E  T H I S  H O L I D A Y  S E A S O N  S P E C I A L
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DECEMBER
RECAP

#MASKUP42 

In October, 42nd Parallel ran a face mask design contest calling on artists to
create a design on what it means to be Asian. We received some incredible

designs; ultimately, we selected our top five to produce and sell on our online
shop. Check out the winning designs from @fhayetheartist, @itsadona,

@choucu, @jnoor.design, @cmxhsieh and hit up our online shop to buy yours
today. 50% of the profits from each artists' mask sales will go to support their

endeavors.

What Does It Mean to Be Asian?

http://42ndpl.com/shop


SHINJIRO SESSIONS: 
Keeping It Creepy with
Freak Fineman
Spooky season was in full effect in October and
we couldn't have thought of a better way to
celebrate than with horror enthusiast, Freak
Fineman. As a Grammy® award winning, RIAA®
Certified Multi-Platinum Producer, writer and
multi-instrumentalist with over 10 years of study
in the art, history, and intricacies of horror, he
gave an electrifying talk on the history of horror
films with a special guest appearance from Gary
Sales (Madman, 1982). In case you missed out,
check out a recording of the conversation here.

The club and going out may feel like a distant memory at this point, but we've kept the
party going with Sundown Sounds on Twitch. We've curated rising and established DJs
spinning across the globe to get down with us while we all quarantine at home.
Reminisce with us on our November line up that saw Aetuxx, Miss DJ Bliss, DJ Yuka, and
D::DOUBLE bringing us something different every week. Check out the next Sundown
Sounds, with our resident DJ, D::DOUBLE, on January 7th at 8pm CST here!

SUNDOWN SOUNDS: Showcasing Asian Artists

https://www.instagram.com/freakfineman/
https://www.instagram.com/aetuxx/
https://www.instagram.com/missdjbliss/
https://www.instagram.com/djyuka/
https://www.instagram.com/djddouble/
https://youtu.be/Am2Ty_Ida78
https://www.twitch.tv/TCGCOLLECTIVE


Left to Right: Jennifer Liao, Tzi Ma, Jacky Lai, and Tony Giroux // Photo Credits: Megan Vincent, Emma McIntyre/Getty Images, IMDb, and Richie Lubaton

"A Sugar and Spice Holiday" to Set the Mood This Season

ASIAN AMERICANS
IN THE NEWS

Nothing gets the spirit of the season going like a
holiday movie in our opinion and we're in luck
because Lifetime is premiering "A Sugar and
Spice Holiday" on December 13th, 8/7c. The film
will be their first ever holiday movie featuring a
Chinese American family. Starring Asian
America's favorite dad, Tzi Ma, and direction by
Jennifer Liao, we can't wait to watch it.

The movie focuses on an architect, Suzie, who
goes back to Maine for the holidays when her
grandmother passes away. While home, she ends
up entering a local gingerbread house competition
with a high school friend named Billy. Suzie draws
upon her family's cultural traditions to seek out the
perfect recipe for winning the competition and
might even find love along the way.

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt13147954/


Unfortunately, this pandemic has reshaped
many of our lives and aspects that we may
never be able to get back. According to Yelp
data from September 2020, 60% of businesses
have now permanently closed due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Due to the increase in anti-Asian sentiment
and xenophobia that has been perpetuated in
addition to the pandemic, in a recent ABC
News article (by: Jason Kuang, Imtiyaz
Delawala, and Allie Yang), it is estimated that
10.7% of Asian Americans are unemployed
and it is likely that racist rhetoric is likely to
have contributed to this.

Despite such saddening and upsetting news,
one teen, interviewed by San Diego KGTC,
created a website that features numerous
Asian-owned restaurants in California.

Kaia Culotta taught herself to code and made
a website from scratch. Her website,
HelpAsianBiz.com, features Asian-owned
restaurants in locations throughout California.

Since her website is regularly monitored you
can send an email to helpasianbiz@gmail.com
and share any Asian-owned restaurants
(located in California) you would like to see
added! 

"I realized that there wasn't an easily accessible, comprehensible list of
Asian owned businesses in my community... so, I saw a need for that."

Kaia Culotta

COVID-19's Effects on
Small Businesses and
One Teen's Helping Hand
U N I T Y  D E S P I T E  T H E  P A N D E M I C

http://helpasianbiz.com/
http://helpasianbiz.com/


FOR THE HOLIDAYS + NEW YEAR

Need some help finding presents for yourself, friends, and/or family?
Here are our picks of Asian American-owned businesses that you can

support and find meaningful gifts to share! Click on each image to shop
these businesses! We've also included information about NAAAP

Chicago's 18th annual toy drive.

-  W I N G  O N  W O  &  C O .  -
T H E  O L D E S T  S T O R E  I N  N Y C

C H I N A T O W N  T H A T  C R E A T E S
S T U N N I N G  P O R C E L A I N  G O O D S .
T H E Y  A L S O  L A U N C H E D  T H E I R

W . O . W .  P R O J E C T  T H A T  H A S  B E E N
S U P P O R T I N G  C H I N A T O W N  S I N C E

2 0 1 6

O U R  C U R A T E D  G I F T  L I S T

-  J O L I I  C O S M E T I C S  -
F O U N D E D  B Y  S A S H A  S U R E S H ,

T H I S  L I N E  O F  B E A U T Y  P R O D U C T S
A R E  C R U E L T Y  F R E E

-  S V N R  -
F O U N D E D  I N  B R O O K L Y N  B Y  D E S I G N E R

C H R I S T I N A  T U N G ,  T H I S  F A S H I O N
B R A N D  I S  D E D I C A T E D  T O

S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  A N D  K E E P I N G  Y O U R
L O O K  O N  P O I N T

https://www.wingonwoand.co/
https://joliicosmetics.com/
https://www.svnrshop.com/


-  4 2 N D  P A R A L L E L  -
C H E C K  O U T  O U R  O N L I N E

S H O P  A N D  F I N D  S O M E
4 2  A P P A R E L  A N D

L I M I T E D  E D I T I O N  M A S K S
D E S I G N E D  B Y  A S I A N

A R T I S T S !

-  R O O T E D  -
F I N D  A  N E W  P L A N T  F R I E N D  H E R E

A L O N G  W I T H  E S S E N T I A L S  T O  K E E P
Y O U R  P L A N T S  H A P P Y

-  D I A S P O R A  C O .  -
F A I R - T R A D E  S P I C E S  T O  S P I C E  U P

Y O U R  C O O K I N G

http://42ndpl.com/shop
https://www.42ndpl.com/shop
https://rooted.nyc/
https://www.diasporaco.com/


-  A S H A P O P S  -
A  D E L I C I O U S  V E G A N  +  P A L E O  S N A C K
M A D E  O U T  O F  P O P P E D  W A T E R  L I L Y

S E E D S

-  T H O U S A N D  -
B E A U T I F U L L Y  C R A F T E D  H E L M E T S

W I T H  S A F E T Y  I N  M I N D

-  W I L D W O N D E R  -
T H I R S T  Q U E N C H I N G  D R I N K S

T H A T  C O M E  I N  A  V A R I E T Y  O F
F L A V O R S

-  F L O W Y  -
A  B I O F E E D B A C K  A P P  T H A T

C O M B I N E S  P E R S O N  A N D
C O M M U N I T Y  C A R E  T O  H E L P

Y O U  T H R O U G H  P A I N  +
A N X I E T Y  

https://ashapops.com/
https://www.explorethousand.com/
https://www.explorethousand.com/
https://drinkwildwonder.com/
https://drinkwildwonder.com/
https://www.flowly.world/


-  O U T E R  -
B E A U T I F U L  O U T D O O R  F U R N I T U R E
T O  H E L P  Y O U  F I N D  Y O U R  P E A C E  

-  L A R Q  -
W I T H  T H I S  S E L F - C L E A N I N G

W A T E R  B O T T L E ,  Y O U ' L L  A L W A Y S
W A N T  T O  H Y D R A T E !  

-  A S I A N  L I T  F O R  K I D S  -
B R I N G  T H E I R  C O L L E C T I O N  O F  B O O K S  I N T O  Y O U R

L I B R R A R Y  

-  E G G L O O  -
W E L C O M I N G  N O S T A L G I C  A S I A N
F L A V O R S  T O  Y O U R  B R E A K F A S T .

C H E C K  O U T  T H E I R  W A F F L E  +
P A N C A K E  M I X E S !  

https://liveouter.com/
https://www.livelarq.com/
https://bookshop.org/shop/asianlitforkids
https://myeggloo.com/


Looking to give back this holiday season? 
Since 2002, NAAAP Chicago has been running the annual toy
drive program to help children receive the gift of their dreams!

HELP MAKE THIS HOLDAY
SEASON SPECIAL

Visit
naaapchicago.org/ and
click on the 'Holiday
Toy Drive' section.

STEP 1
Scroll down and pick
between donating
money and/or
donating specific gifts
from their wish list!  

STEP 2

Donate to NAAAP Chicago's 18th Annual Toy Drive!

Make sure that any
gifts donated will
arrive to NAAAP
Chicago by December
12th! 

STEP 3

http://www.naaapchicago.org/community-service/toy-drive/
http://www.naaapchicago.org/community-service/toy-drive/




42nd Parallel's December 2020 issue was
put together by Mark Bi and Rachael Chen

Thank you for reading our
quarterly newsletter, stay tuned
for our next issue coming soon!

https://www.instagram.com/the42ndparallel/
https://www.facebook.com/the42ndParallel
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-42nd-parallel/

